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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 5 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing 
with intent helps us 

acquire a new language. 

 Both verbal and non-
verbal cues contribute 
meaning in language.

 Reciprocal communication is 
possible using high-frequency 

words and patterns.

 We can explore 
our identity through 

a new language. 

 Stories help 
us to acquire 

language. 

 Each culture has 
traditions and ways 

of celebrating. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize different scripts and syllabic sounds 

• Identify key information in slow, clear speech and other texts 

• Comprehend stories 

• Comprehend high-frequency vocabulary in slow, clear speech and other texts 

• Use language-learning strategies 

• Interpret non-verbal cues to increase understanding 

• Respond to simple commands and instructions 

• Participate in simple interactions  

• Seek clarification of meaning  

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own  
and others’ diverse abilities 

Personal and social awareness 

• Consider personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and 
worldviews through a cultural lens 

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing, 
and local cultural knowledge 

Students are expected to know the following: 

• r maji 

• Japanese syllabaries 

• common, high-frequency vocabulary, sentence structures, 
and expressions, including:  
— simple questions and descriptions 

— self and others 

— basic commands 

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language and 
culture, including oral histories, identity, and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• Japanese communities in Canada 

• common elements of Japanese cultural festivals and 
celebrations 

 



March 2018 www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca © Province of British Columbia • 2 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 5 

• non-verbal cues: e.g., gestures, facial expressions, pictures, props 

• Reciprocal: involving back-and-forth participation 

• Stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  
and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity. 

 
 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 5 

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communications. Oral, written, and visual elements can  
also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• language-learning strategies: e.g., interpretation of gestures, facial expressions, intonation, tone of voice, and contextual cues;  
use of prior knowledge, familiar words, and cognates  

• Seek clarification: Request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration (e.g.,  [wakarimasen ]).  

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media 

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 5 

• r maji: Japanese written phonetically using the English alphabet 

• syllabaries: the syllabic writing systems of Japanese  

• questions: e.g.,  (d  ),  (nani ),  (doko ),  (dare )  

• descriptions: e.g., numbers, colours, sizes 

• self and others basic expressions used in greetings, salutations, and getting to know others, such as  (ohay  gozaimasu )  

• commands: e.g.,  (suwatte )  

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals.  

• place: Place is any environment, locality, or context with which people interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture,  
and establish identity. The connection between people and place is foundational to First Peoples perspectives on the world. A sense of place  
can be influenced by territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts, with consideration for the ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 

• common elements: e.g., activities, clothing, dance, decorations, traditions, food, music, parades, sports 

• cultural festivals and celebrations: e.g., Obon Festival, New Year’s Festival, Sakura Blossom Festival, Shichi-Go-San 
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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 6 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing 
with intent helps us 

understand a message. 

 We can explore our 
identity through a 

new language.

 Reciprocal communication 
is possible using  

high-frequency words  
and patterns.

 Stories help us to 
acquire language and 

understand the world 
around us. 

 Learning about language 
from diverse communities 
helps us develop cultural 

awareness. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize the relationships between Japanese characters and sounds,  
including intonation, tone of voice, and meaning 

• Identify key information in slow, clear speech and other simple texts 

• Comprehend stories 

• Comprehend high-frequency words and patterns in slow, clear speech  
and other texts 

• Use language-learning strategies  

• Interpret non-verbal cues to increase understanding 

• Respond to questions, simple commands, and instructions 

• Exchange ideas and information, both orally and in writing 

• Seek clarification of meaning using common statements and questions 

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own  
and others’ diverse abilities 

Personal and social awareness 

• Consider personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and 
worldviews through a cultural lens  

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing, 
and local cultural knowledge  

Students are expected to know the following: 

• Japanese letter patterns 

• Japanese syllabaries 

• common, high-frequency vocabulary, sentence structures, 
and expressions, including:  
— types of questions 

— basic particle usage 

— descriptions of people 

— hobbies and topics of interest 

— common emotions and states of physical health 

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language and 
culture, including oral histories, identity, and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• indigenous peoples of Japan  

• cultural aspects of Japanese communities around  
the world  
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 6 

• Reciprocal: involving back-and-forth participation 
• Stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  

and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity. 

• understand the world: by exploring, for example, thoughts, feelings, knowledge, culture, and identity 

 
 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 6 

• intonation, tone of voice: For example: 
— differentiate between a statement and a question 

— recognize the emotion of the speaker and how it relates to his or her message 

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communications. Oral, written, and visual elements  
can also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• language-learning strategies: e.g., interpretation of gestures, facial expressions, intonation, tone of voice, and contextual cues;  
use of prior knowledge, familiar words, and cognates 

• non-verbal cues: e.g., gestures, facial expressions, pictures, props 

• Exchange ideas: with peers, teachers, and members of the wider community; can include virtual/online conversations 

• Seek clarification: Request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration (e.g.,  [wakarimasen ]).  

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media  

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive  
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 6 

• letter patterns: e.g., small  (tsu ),  (kitte )  

• syllabaries: the syllabic writing systems of Japanese  

• questions: e.g.,  (itsu desu ka?)  

• particle usage: e.g.,  (wa ),  (ga )  

• descriptions of people: e.g., hair colour, physical attributes, likes and dislikes 

• hobbies and topics of interest: e.g.,  (boku/watashi wa ~ o shimasu )  

• emotions and states of physical health: e.g.,  (oishii )  

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals. 

• place: Place is any environment, locality, or context with which people interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture,  
and establish identity. The connection between people and place is foundational to First Peoples perspectives on the world. A sense of place  
can be influenced by territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts, with consideration for the ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 

• indigenous peoples: Ainu and Okinawan peoples 

• cultural aspects: e.g., activities, celebrations, dance, festivals, traditions, clothing, food, history, land, music, protocols, rituals 

• world: e.g., Japan, United States, Australia, Canada, Brazil, Peru 
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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 7 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing with 
intent helps us understand 

an increasing variety  
of messages. 

 We can explore identity 
and place through 

increased understanding 
of a new language.

 Reciprocal 
interactions help  

us understand and 
acquire language.

 Stories help us to 
acquire language  

and understand the 
world around us.  

 Knowing about 
diverse communities 

helps us develop 
cultural awareness. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize the relationships between Japanese characters and sounds 

• Comprehend key information and supporting details in slow, clear speech  
and other texts 

• Comprehend meaning in stories 

• Use language-learning strategies to increase understanding 

• Use pitch, accent, and tone to convey meaning  

• Follow instructions to complete a task and respond to questions 

• Exchange ideas and information, both orally and in writing 

• Seek clarification of meaning using common statements and questions 

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own  
and others’ diverse abilities 

Personal and social awareness 

• Identify, share, and compare linguistic and cultural information about  
Japanese communities  

• Examine personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and 
worldviews through a cultural lens  

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing, 
and local cultural knowledge  

Students are expected to know the following: 

• hiragana and katakana  

• common, high-frequency vocabulary, sentence structures, 
and expressions, including:  
— types of questions 

— instructions and comparisons 

— descriptions of people 

— basic particle usage 

• common elements of stories 

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language and 
culture, including oral histories, identity, and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• cultural aspects of Japanese communities around  
the world 

• indigenous peoples of Japan  
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 7 

• Reciprocal: involving back-and-forth participation 

• Stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  
and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity.  

• understand the world: by exploring, for example, thoughts, feelings, knowledge, culture, and identity  

 
 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 7 

• characters and sounds: Japanese has an open-syllable sound structure with five vowels (a, i, u, e, o ).  

• key information: answers to questions such as  (dare),  (nani ),  (doko ),  (itsu ) 

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communications. Oral, written, and visual elements  
can also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• language-learning strategies: e.g., interpretation of gestures, facial expressions, intonation, tone of voice, and contextual cues;  
use of prior knowledge, familiar words, and cognates 

• Exchange ideas: with peers, teachers, and members of the wider community; can include virtual/online conversations 

• Seek clarification: Request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration (e.g.,  [wakarimasen ],  
 [m  ichido onegaishimasu ]). 

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media  

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 7 

• hiragana and katakana: two components of the Japanese writing system which comprise of syllabic kana and indicate specific phonetic lettering 

• expressions: e.g., everyday observations about weather, food, clothing, daily activities  

• questions: e.g.,  (nani ga suki desu ka ) 

• instructions: classroom directions such as  (kiite ),  (tatte ) 

• comparisons: e.g., using opposites such as  (takai ),  (hikui ) 

• descriptions of people: e.g., hair colour, physical attributes, likes and dislikes 

• common elements of stories: e.g., place, characters, setting, plot, problem and resolution 

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals.  

• place: A sense of place can be influenced by, for example, territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts, with consideration for the ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 

• cultural aspects: activities, celebrations, dance, festivals, traditions, clothing, food, history, land, music, protocols, rituals 

• world: e.g., Japan, United States, Australia, Canada, Brazil, Peru 

• indigenous peoples: Ainu and Okinawan peoples 
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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 8 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing 
with intent supports 
our acquisition and 
understanding of a 

new language. 

 We can express 
ourselves and talk 

about the world 
around us in a  
new language.

 With increased fluency, 
we can participate 

actively in reciprocal 
interactions.

 We can share our 
experiences and 

perspectives 
through stories.  

 Creative 
works are  

an expression 
of language 
and culture. 

 Acquiring a new language 
and learning about another 

culture deepens our 
understanding of our own 

language and culture. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize the relationships between Japanese characters, sounds, and meaning 

• Comprehend key information and supporting details in speech and other texts 

• Comprehend meaning in stories 

• Use various strategies to increase understanding and produce oral and written language 

• Narrate stories, both orally and in writing 

• Exchange ideas and information, both orally and in writing 

• Seek clarification and verify meaning 

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own and  
others’ diverse abilities 

Personal and social awareness 

• Describe cultural aspects of Japanese communities 

• Describe similarities and differences between their own cultural practices  
and traditions and those of Japanese communities 

• Engage in experiences with Japanese people and communities 

• Examine personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and worldviews 
through a cultural lens  

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing,  
and local cultural knowledge 

Students are expected to know the following: 

• hiragana and katakana 

• common, high-frequency vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and expressions, including:  
— types of questions 

— time and frequency 

— preferences, emotions, and physical states 

— beliefs and opinions 

• past, present, and future time frames 

• common elements of stories  

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language and 
culture, including oral histories, identity, and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• indigenous peoples of Japan 

• cultural aspects of Japanese communities around  
the world 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 8 

• reciprocal: involving back-and-forth participation 

• stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  
and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity.  

• Creative works: represent the experience of the people from whose culture they are drawn (e.g., painting, sculpture, theatre, dance, poetry and 
prose, filmmaking, musical composition, architecture)  

 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 8 

• characters, sounds, and meaning: Identify and pronounce groupings of letters such as  (a),  (i ),  (u ),  (e ), and  (o )  

• key information: answers to questions such as  (dare ),  (nani ),  (doko ),  (itsu ),  (naze ) 

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communication. Oral, written, and visual elements  
can also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• strategies: e.g., language-learning strategies such as interpretation of gestures, facial expressions, intonation, tone of voice, and contextual cues;  
use of prior knowledge, familiar words, and cognates 

• Narrate:  
— Use expressions of time and transitional words to show logical progression. 

— Use past, present, and future time frames. 

• Exchange ideas: with peers, teachers, and members of the wider community; can include virtual/online conversations 

• Seek clarification and verify: e.g., request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration 

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media  

• cultural aspects: e.g., activities, celebrations, dance, festivals, traditions, clothing, food, history, land, music, protocols, rituals  

• similarities and differences: e.g., compare the purpose of activities, celebrations, customs, holidays, practices, and traditions 

• Engage in experiences: e.g., blogs, school visits (including virtual/online visits), concerts, exchanges, festivals, films, letters, plays, stores  
and restaurants with service in Japanese 

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 8 

• hiragana and katakana: two components of the Japanese writing system which comprise of syllabic kana and indicate specific phonetic lettering 

• expressions: e.g., everyday observations about weather, food, clothing, daily activities 

• questions: e.g.,  (onamae wa nan desu ka )  

• time and frequency: e.g.,  (ky  )  

• preferences, emotions, and physical states: e.g.,  (no h  ga ) 

• beliefs and opinions: e.g.,  (to omoimasu )  

• time frames: e.g.,  (tabemasu: present tense, future tense),  (tabemashita: past tense)  

• common elements of stories: place, characters, setting, plot, problem and resolution 

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals.  

• place: A sense of place can be influenced by, for example, territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts, with consideration for the ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 

• indigenous peoples: Ainu and Okinawan peoples 

• world: e.g., Japan, United States, Australia, Canada, Brazil, Peru 
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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 9 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing with 
intent supports our acquisition 

and understanding of a  
new language. 

 Acquiring a new language 
allows us to explore our 
identity and culture from  

a new perspective.

 Conversing about things 
we care about can 

motivate our learning  
of a new language.

 We can share our 
experiences and 

perspectives 
through stories. 

 Creative works allow 
us to experience 

culture and appreciate 
cultural diversity. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize the relationships between Japanese characters, sounds, and meaning 

• Derive meaning from speech and a variety of other texts 

• Comprehend meaning in stories 

• Use various strategies to increase understanding and produce oral and written language 

• Narrate stories, both orally and in writing 

• Exchange ideas and information, both orally and in writing 

• Seek clarification and verify meaning 

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own and  
others’ diverse abilities 

Personal and social awareness 

• Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity 

• Describe similarities and differences between their own cultural practices  
and traditions and those of Japanese communities  

• Engage in experiences with Japanese people and communities 

• Examine personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and worldviews 
through a cultural lens  

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing,  
and local cultural knowledge  

Students are expected to know the following: 

• Japanese writing conventions with hiragana, 
katakana, and kanji 

• Common, high-frequency vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and expressions, including:  
— types of questions 

— descriptions of people, objects, and locations  
— sequence of events 

— personal interests, needs and opinions 

• past, present, and future time frames 

• elements of common texts 

• common elements of stories  

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language and 
culture, including oral histories, identity, and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• indigenous peoples of Japan 

• cultural practices in various Japanese communities 

• ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 9 

• stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  
and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity. 

• Creative works: represent the experience of the people from whose culture they are drawn (e.g., painting, sculpture, theatre, dance, poetry  
and prose, filmmaking, musical composition, architecture) 

 
 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 9 

• characters, sounds, and meaning: Identify and pronounce groupings of letters such as  (a ),  (i ),  (u ),  (e ),  (o ).  

• Derive meaning: Understand key information, supporting details, time, and place. 

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communications. Oral, written, and visual elements  
can also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• strategies: e.g., language-learning strategies such as interpretation of gestures, facial expressions, intonation, tone of voice, and contextual cues;  
use of prior knowledge, familiar words, and cognates  

• Narrate:  
— Use expressions of time and transitional words to show logical progression. 

— Use past, present, and future time frames. 

• Exchange ideas: with peers, teachers, and members of the wider community; can include virtual/online conversations 

• Seek clarification and verify: e.g., request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration 

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media  

• similarities and differences: e.g., compare the purpose of activities, celebrations, customs, holidays, and traditions 

• Engage in experiences: e.g., blogs, school visits (including virtual/online visits), concerts, exchanges, festivals, films, letters, plays, social media, 
stores and restaurants with service in Japanese  

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive   
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 9 

• hiragana, katakana: two components of the Japanese writing system which comprise of syllabic kana and indicate specific phonetic lettering 

• expressions: e.g.,  

• sequence of events: e.g., ,  

• time frames: e.g.,  (tabemasu: present tense, future tense),  (tabemashita: past tense) 

• elements of common texts: e.g., format (letter versus email message), language, context, audience (informal versus formal), purpose 

• common elements of stories: place, characters, setting, plot, problem and resolution  

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals. 

• place: A sense of place can be influenced by, for example, territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts 

• indigenous peoples: Ainu and Okinawan peoples 

• cultural practices: e.g., activities, clothing, dance, festivals, food, history, land, music, protocols, rituals, traditions; relating to celebrations,  
holidays, and events such as ,   

• cultural appropriation: use of a cultural motif, theme, “voice,” image, knowledge, story, song, or drama, shared without permission or without 
appropriate context or in a way that may misrepresent the real experience of the people from whose culture it is drawn 
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Area of Learning: SECOND LANGUAGES — Japanese Grade 10 

  
BIG IDEAS 

Listening and viewing with 
intent supports our acquisition 

and understanding of  
a new language. 

 Stories give us unique 
ways to understand and 

reflect on meaning.

 Expressing ourselves and 
engaging in conversation in a 

new language require courage, 
risk taking, and perseverance.

 Cultural 
expression can 
take many forms. 

 Acquiring a new language 
provides a unique opportunity 

to access and interact with 
diverse communities. 

 

Learning Standards 

Curricular Competencies Content 
Students are expected to be able to do the following: 

Thinking and communicating 

• Recognize the relationships between Japanese characters, sounds, and meaning 

• Comprehend key information and supporting details in speech and a variety of other texts 

• Comprehend meaning and viewpoints in stories 

• Use various strategies to increase understanding and produce oral and written language 

• Narrate stories, both orally and in writing 

• Interpret non-verbal cues to increase understanding 

• Exchange ideas and information, both orally and in writing 

• Share information using the presentation format best suited to their own and others’ 
diverse abilities 

• Respond to questions and instructions 

• Seek clarification and verify meaning 

Personal and social awareness 

• Describe regional, cultural, and linguistic practices of Japanese communities and their  
role in shaping cultural identity 

• Engage in experiences with Japanese people and communities 

• Analyze personal, shared, and others’ experiences, perspectives, and worldviews  
through a cultural lens  

• Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity  

• Recognize First Peoples perspectives and knowledge; other ways of knowing,  
and local cultural knowledge 

Students are expected to know the following: 

• hiragana and katakana and an increasing 
range of kanji 

• increasingly complex vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and expressions, including: 
— types of questions 

— activities, situations, and events 
— opinions 

• past, present, and future time frames 

• elements of common texts 

• common elements of stories 

• First Peoples perspectives connecting language 
and culture, including oral histories, identity, 
and place 

• Japanese works of art 

• indigenous peoples of Japan 

• cultural practices in various Japanese 
communities 

• contributions of Japanese Canadians to society 

• ethics of cultural appropriation and plagiarism 
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Big Ideas – Elaborations Grade 10 

• Stories: Stories are a narrative form of text that can be oral, written, or visual. Stories are derived from truth or fiction and may be used to seek  
and impart knowledge, entertain, share history, and strengthen a sense of identity. 

• Cultural expression: represents the experience of the people from whose culture it is drawn (e.g., painting, sculpture, theatre, dance, poetry  
and prose, filmmaking, musical composition, architecture)  

 
 

 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Curricular Competencies – Elaborations Grade 10 

• characters, sounds, and meaning: Identify and pronounce groupings of letters such as  (a ),  (i ),  (u ),  (e ),  (o ).  

• texts: “Text” is a generic term referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital communications. Oral, written, and visual elements  
can also be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements).  

• strategies: For example: 
— integrate new vocabulary into familiar Japanese structures 

— take risks to extend language boundaries 

— use a variety of reference materials  

• Narrate:  
— Use expressions of time and transitional words to show logical progression. 

— Use past, present, and future time frames. 

• stories: e.g., introduce simple stories such as Momotar  and common story phrases such as ,  

• non-verbal cues: Recognize Japanese non-verbal cues for situations (e.g.,  with arms crossed in front of a person).  

• Exchange ideas: with peers, teachers, and members of the wider community; can include virtual/online conversations 

• presentation format: e.g., digital, visual, verbal; aids such as charts, graphics, illustrations, music, photographs, videos, props, digital media  

• Seek clarification and verify: Request or provide repetition, word substitution, reformulation, or reiteration (e.g., ). 

• Engage in experiences: e.g., blogs, school visits (including virtual/online visits), concerts, exchanges, festivals, films, letters, plays, social media, 
stores and restaurants with service in Japanese 

• cultural lens: e.g., values, practices, traditions, perceptions 

• ways of knowing: e.g., First Nations, Métis, and Inuit; and/or gender-related, subject/discipline-specific, cultural, embodied, intuitive  
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 SECOND LANGUAGES – Japanese 
Content – Elaborations Grade 10 

• hiragana and katakana: two components of the Japanese writing system which comprise of syllabic kana and indicate specific phonetic lettering 

• expressions: e.g.,  

• questions: e.g.,  

• activities, situations, and events: using time and location words such as  

• time frames: e.g.,  (tabemasu: present tense, future tense),  (tabemashita: past tense)  

• elements of common texts: e.g., format (letter versus email message), language, context, audience (informal versus formal), purpose 

• common elements of stories: place, characters, setting, plot, problem and resolution 

• oral histories: e.g., conversations with an Elder about celebrations, traditions, and protocols 

• identity: Identity is influenced by, for example, traditions, protocols, celebrations, and festivals.  

• place: A sense of place can be influenced by, for example, territory, food, clothing, and creative works. 

• works of art: e.g., creative works in dance, drama, music, visual arts 

• indigenous peoples: Ainu and Okinawan peoples 

• cultural practices: e.g., activities, clothing, dance, festivals, food, history, land, music, protocols, rituals, traditions; relating to celebrations,  
holidays, and events such as ,   

• cultural appropriation: use of a cultural motif, theme, “voice,” image, knowledge, story, song, or drama, shared without permission or  
without appropriate context or in a way that may misrepresent the real experience of the people from whose culture it is drawn 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


