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Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12 

Context 
In B.C.’s redesigned curriculum, Indigenous knowledge and perspectives are integrated 
throughout all areas of learning and are evident in the curriculum’s rationale 
statements, goals, big ideas, mandated learning standards, and elaborations. The First 
Peoples Principles of Learning offer a crucial lens for curriculum, placing a significant 
importance on the authentic integration of Indigenous knowledge and perspectives in 
relevant and meaningful ways.  

The intent behind this integration is to promote a growing understanding of Indigenous 
peoples in B.C. that will contribute to the development of educated citizens who reflect 
on and support reconciliation. This approach to Indigenous education encourages 
enlightened discussion among teachers and students in all areas of learning and grade 
levels, and this approach values and prioritizes Indigenous knowledge and 
perspectives that can only be found in B.C. 

Purpose 
The Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: K-12 English Language Arts Curriculum 
resource is intended to support teachers in authentically integrating Indigenous 
knowledge and perspectives into their classrooms. This resource provides a detailed 
overview of the explicit and implicit references to Indigenous knowledge and 
perspectives in the Big Ideas, Curricular Competencies, and Content throughout the  
K-12 English Language Arts curriculum. 

Explicit References 
Explicit references include the Big Ideas, Curricular Competencies, and Content that 
directly refer to Indigenous knowledge and perspectives. For example, the Literacy 
Studies 10 curriculum includes the following explicit reference: 

Literary Studies 10, Content, narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

Implicit References 
Implicit references are Big Ideas, Curricular Competencies, and Content that indirectly 
refer to Indigenous knowledge and perspectives. For example, the Grade 2 English 
Language Arts curriculum includes the following implicit reference: 

Grade 2, Curricular Competency, Explore oral storytelling processes 

creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text 

The implicit references included in this resource represent just one perspective and 
should not be considered the only interpretation. Identifying implicit references depends 
on personal and cultural background, prior knowledge 
and experience, subject-matter expertise, points of 
view, and connections to place*. As such, the implicit 
references in this resource serve only as a guide and 
should not be viewed as a conclusive list. 

Note on Elaborations: Explicit references to 
Indigenous knowledge and perspectives that are found 
within the Elaborations of Big Ideas, Curricular 
Competencies, or Content are considered implicit 
unless they are accompanied by an explicit reference 
in the Big Ideas, Curricular Competencies, or Content.  

The key below shows how the information in the chart is structured: 

Bolded print Mandated Learning Standard 

•  Sub-points of a Learning Standard 

 Elaborations 

o  Key questions or samples 

 

*Place refers to any 
environment, locality, or 
context with which people 
interact to learn, create 
memory, reflect on history, 
connect with culture, and 
establish identity. 
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Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Kindergarten 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Stories and other texts help us learn about ourselves and our families.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, and 
experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may 
also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital 
communication: - oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories, - written texts 
include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, photographs, and 
other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above, - oral, written, and 
visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web 
pages, advertisements). 

Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop understanding 
of self, identity and community 
engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers:  

connecting to personal knowledge, experiences, and traditions: participating in community  
and cultural traditions and practices; asking questions related to the topic at hand 

Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity  

Explore oral story telling processes 
oral storytelling processes:  

creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story  
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text 

Content  structure of story  

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 1 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Stories and other texts can help us learn about ourselves and our families. 
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, and 
experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may 
also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital 
communication: - oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories, - written texts 
include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, photographs, and 
other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above, - oral, written, and 
visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web 
pages, advertisements). 

Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people  
to family and community 
story in First Peoples cultures:  

Traditional and contemporary First Peoples stories take many forms  
(e.g., prose, song, dance, poetry, theatre, carvings, pictures) are told for 
several purposes: - teaching (e.g., life lessons, community responsibilities, 
rites of passage), - sharing creation stories, - recording personal, family 
and community histories, - “mapping” the geography and resources of an 
area, - ensuring cultural continuity (e.g., knowledge of ancestors, 
language), - healing, - entertainment 

Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop 
understanding of self, identity and community 
engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers:  

connecting to personal knowledge, experiences, and traditions: participating  
in community and cultural traditions and practices; asking questions related  
to the topic at hand 

Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity  

Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 

Explore oral story telling processes 
oral storytelling processes:  

creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story  
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text 

Content  elements of story 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 2 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Stories and other texts connect us to ourselves, our families, and our communities. 
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, and 
experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may 
also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital 
communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories, - written texts 
include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, photographs, and 
other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above, - oral, written, and 
visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web 
pages, advertisements). 

Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our world. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people 
to family and community 
story in First Peoples cultures:  

Traditional and contemporary First Peoples stories take many forms  
(e.g., prose, song, dance, poetry, theatre, carvings, pictures) are told for 
several purposes: - teaching (e.g., life lessons, community responsibilities, 
rites of passage), - sharing creation stories, - recording personal, family 
and community histories, - “mapping” the geography and resources of an 
area, - ensuring cultural continuity (e.g., knowledge of ancestors, 
language), - healing, - entertainment 

Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop understanding 
of self, identity and community 
engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers:  

connecting to personal knowledge, experiences, and traditions: participating in community  
and cultural traditions and practices; asking questions related to the topic at hand 

Demonstrate awareness of the role that story plays in personal, family, and community 
identity 

Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 
exchanging ideas and perspectives:  

taking turns in offering ideas related to the topic at hand, engaging in conversation with peers 
and adults, and showing respect for the contributions of others 

Explore oral storytelling processes 
oral storytelling processes:  

creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story  
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text 

Content  elements of story 

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 3 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Stories and other texts connect us to ourselves, our families, and our communities. 
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital 
communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories, - written 
texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, 
photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the 
above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Stories can be understood from different perspectives. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people  
to family and community 
story in First Peoples cultures:  

Traditional and contemporary First Peoples stories take many forms  
(e.g., prose, song, dance, poetry, theatre, carvings, pictures) are told for several 
purposes: - teaching (e.g., life lessons, community responsibilities, rites of 
passage), - sharing creation stories, - recording personal, family and community 
histories, - “mapping” the geography and resources of an area, - ensuring cultural 
continuity (e.g., knowledge of ancestors, language), - healing, - entertainment 

Develop awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people  
to land 
how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land:  

First Peoples stories were created to explain the landscape, the seasons, and 
local events. 

Explore and appreciate aspects of First Peoples oral traditions 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 

Recognize how different texts reflect different purposes 

Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop 
understanding of self, identity and community 
engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers:  

connecting to personal knowledge, experiences, and traditions: participating in 
community and cultural traditions and practices; asking questions related to the topic at 
hand 

Explain the role that story plays in personal, family, and community identity 

Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 
exchanging ideas and perspectives:  

taking turns in offering ideas related to the topic at hand, engaging in conversation  
with peers and adults, and showing respect for the contributions of others 

Use oral storytelling processes 
oral storytelling processes:  

creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing  
the story from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning  
of the text 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 3 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented  
by dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings  
or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

 

Content  elements of story 

functions and genres of stories and other texts 

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 4 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be 
oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and digital 
communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories, - written 
texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, 
photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the 
above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Texts can be understood from different perspectives. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Demonstrate awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people 
to family and community 
story in First Peoples cultures:  

Traditional and contemporary First Peoples stories take many forms  
(e.g., prose, song, dance, poetry, theatre, carvings, pictures) are told for several 
purposes: - teaching (e.g., life lessons, community responsibilities, rites of 
passage), - sharing creation stories, - recording personal, family and community 
histories, - “mapping” the geography and resources of an area, - ensuring cultural 
continuity (e.g., knowledge of ancestors, language), - healing, - entertainment 

Identify how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land 
how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land:  

First Peoples stories were created to explain the landscape, the seasons,  
and local events. 

Explore and appreciate aspects of First Peoples oral traditions 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 

Consider different purposes, audiences, and perspectives in exploring texts 

Identify how differences in context, perspectives, and voice influence meaning  
in texts 

Recognize the role of language in personal, social, and cultural identity 

Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to text and deepen 
understanding of self, community, and world 

Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 
exchanging ideas and perspectives:  

taking turns in offering ideas related to the topic at hand, engaging in conversation  
with peers and adults, and showing respect for the contributions of others 

Use oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text, 
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 

 

 



 

  Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12   •  7 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 4 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by  
dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 5 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
and digital communication: - oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral 
stories, - written texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include 
posters, photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of 
the above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Texts can be understood from different perspectives. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Demonstrate awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people 
to family and community 
story in First Peoples cultures:  

Traditional and contemporary First Peoples stories take many forms  
(e.g., prose, song, dance, poetry, theatre, carvings, pictures) are told for several 
purposes: - teaching (e.g., life lessons, community responsibilities, rites of 
passage), - sharing creation stories, - recording personal, family and community 
histories, - “mapping” the geography and resources of an area, - ensuring cultural 
continuity (e.g., knowledge of ancestors, language), - healing, - entertainment 

Identify how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land 
how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land:  

First Peoples stories were created to explain the landscape, the seasons,  
and local events. 

Explore and appreciate aspects of First Peoples oral traditions 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 

Consider different purposes, audiences, and perspectives in exploring texts 

Identify how differences in context, perspectives, and voice influence meaning  
in texts 

Explain the role of language in personal, social, and cultural identity 

Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to text and deepen understanding 
of self, community, and world 

Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding 
exchanging ideas and perspectives:  

taking turns in offering ideas related to the topic at hand, engaging in conversation  
with peers and adults, and showing respect for the contributions of others 

Use oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text, 
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 5 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other 
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples and 
was the basis of the education system. 

 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 6 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and  
digital communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories,  
- written texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, 
photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the 
above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extends our thinking. 
Extends our thinking:  

questioning and speculating, acquiring new ideas, analyzing and evaluating ideas, 
developing explanations, considering alternative points of view, summarizing, 
synthesizing, problem solving 

Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be  
educated citizens. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other 
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 

Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts reflect 
different purposes, audiences, and messages 

Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 
personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives:  

Students should be prompted to consider the influence of family, friends, activities, 
religion, gender, and place on texts, and the relationship between text and context 

Recognize how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity 
how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity:  

Our sense of individuality and belonging is a product of for example, the language  
we use; oral tradition, story, and recorded history; cultural aspects; and formal  
and informal language use. Students should be prompted to consider the impact  
of language in their lives. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 6 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples and 
was the basis of the education system. 

Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding 

Use and experiment with oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text, 
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 7 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and  
digital communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories,  
- written texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, 
photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the 
above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extends our thinking. 
Extends our thinking:  

questioning and speculating, acquiring new ideas, analyzing and evaluating ideas, 
developing explanations, considering alternative points of view, summarizing, 
synthesizing, problem solving 

Developing our understanding of how language works allows us to use 
it purposefully. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and 
entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other 
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 

Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts reflect 
different purposes, audiences, and messages 

Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 
personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives:  

Students should be prompted to consider the influence of family, friends, activities, 
religion, gender, and place on texts, and the relationship between text and context 

Recognize how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity 
how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity:  

Our sense of individuality and belonging is a product of for example, the language 
we use; oral tradition, story, and recorded history; cultural aspects; and formal  
and informal language use. Students should be prompted to consider the impact  
of language in their lives. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 7 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize the validity of First Peoples oral tradition for a range of purposes 
validity of First Peoples oral tradition:  

Students should be prompted to recognize the similarities and differences 
between oral and written records, and to understand that oral tradition has the 
same validity, importance, and permanence for First Peoples as written texts do 
for other cultures. 

Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding and extend thinking 
collaborating in large and small groups through activities such as think-pair-share, 
debates, four corners, quiet conversation, and lit circles (in which students take on  
new roles); using active listening skills and receptive body language; paraphrasing  
and building on others’ ideas; disagreeing respectfully; and extending thinking  
(e.g., shifting, changing) to broader contexts (social media, digital environments) 

Use and experiment with oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text, 
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 8 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual, and  
digital communication: -oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral stories,  
- written texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts include posters, 
photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms of all of the 
above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

Exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extends our thinking. 
Extends our thinking:  

questioning and speculating, acquiring new ideas, analyzing and evaluating ideas, 
developing explanations, considering alternative points of view, summarizing, 
synthesizing, problem solving 

Developing our understanding of how language works allows us to use  
it purposefully. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, 
 and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other 
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 

Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts reflect 
different purposes, audiences, and messages 

Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 
personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives:  

Students should be prompted to consider the influence of family, friends, activities, 
religion, gender, and place on texts, and the relationship between text and context 

Recognize how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity 
how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity:  

Our sense of individuality and belonging is a product of for example, the language  
we use; oral tradition, story, and recorded history; cultural aspects; and formal  
and informal language use. Students should be prompted to consider the impact  
of language in their lives. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 8 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

Develop an awareness of the protocols and ownership associated  
with First Peoples texts 

Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding and extend thinking 
collaborating in large and small groups through activities such as think-pair-share, 
debates, four corners, quiet conversation, and lit circles (in which students take on  
new roles); using active listening skills and receptive body language; paraphrasing  
and building on others’ ideas; disagreeing respectfully; and extending thinking  
(e.g., shifting, changing) to broader contexts (social media, digital environments) 

Use and experiment with oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text, 
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 9 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make 
connections to others and to the world.  
story/stories:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of identity. 
They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, 
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Text/texts:  
Text and texts are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
and digital communication: - oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, and oral 
stories, - written texts include novels, articles, and short stories, - visual texts  
include posters, photographs, and other images, - digital texts include electronic forms 
of all of the above, - oral, written, and visual elements can be combined  
(e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

People understand text differently depending on their worldview and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by  
dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts reflect 
different purposes, audiences, and messages 

Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 
personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives:  

Students should be prompted to consider the influence of family, friends, activities, 
religion, gender, and place on texts, and the relationship between text and context 

Recognize how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity 
how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity:  

Our sense of individuality and belonging is a product of for example, the language  
we use; oral tradition, story, and recorded history; cultural aspects; and formal  
and informal language use. Students should be prompted to consider the impact  
of language in their lives. 

Use and experiment with oral storytelling processes 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), sharing the story 
from memory with others, using vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text,  
using non-verbal communication expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage 
presence, differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Grade 9 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Develop an awareness of the diversity within and across First Peoples societies 
represented in texts 

Recognize the influence of place in First Peoples and other Canadian texts 

 

Content  forms, functions, and genres of text  

oral language strategies 

features of oral language 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Composition 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse,  
complex ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of 
collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, 
and entertain listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other  
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

Explore how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism  
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and  
other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Composition 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies 
as represented in texts 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Creative Writing 10 
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse,  
complex ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of 
collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, 
and entertain listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen  
a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective 
wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than through 
written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and other  
type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance of various 
forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol and 
metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of First Peoples  
and was the basis of the education system. 

Explore how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism  
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and  
other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Creative Writing 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies 
as represented in texts 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas  
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic 
novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense  
of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can 
 be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points  
of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human 
nature, motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the 
embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories canbe oral, written, or visual, 
and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than 
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories,  
songs, and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance of various forms of visual representation,  
such as carvings or masks. 

 

Recognize personal, social, and cultural contexts, as well as values and perspectives in texts 

Explore how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build shared 
understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth  
(e.g., about events and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of  
First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where  
they can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas  
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication. 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic 
novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense  
of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can  
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives.  

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Explore the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in expressing  
First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about  
human nature, motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal 
journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered 
the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than 
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories,  
songs, and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance of various forms of visual representation,  
such as carvings or masks. 

Recognize personal, social, and cultural contexts, as well as values and perspectives in texts 

Explore how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build shared 
understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events 
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life of  
First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Explore diversity within and across First Peoples societies as 
represented in new media and other texts 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they  
can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas  
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic 
novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense  
of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can  
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives.  

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points  
of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about  
human nature, motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal 
journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered 
the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than 
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories,  
songs, and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance of various forms of visual representation,  
such as carvings or masks. 

 

Explore the role of personal and social contexts, values and perspectives in texts 

Explore how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build shared 
understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in new media and other texts 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

First Peoples oral traditions and oral texts 
First Peoples oral traditions:  

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over 
generations other than through written records. Among First Peoples, oral 
traditions may consist of told stories, songs, and/or other types of distilled 
wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms of 
visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing 
spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these 
traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events and/or 
situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the 
basis of First Peoples education systems. They continue to endure in 
contemporary contexts. In Canadian law, First Peoples oral history is valid 
evidence of ownership of the land. The Supreme Court of Canada 
recognizes that First Peoples oral histories are as important as written 
documents in considering legal issues. 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where  
they can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present,  
and future. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity  
and affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders,  
connection to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom,  
the relationships between individual and community, the importance of oral tradition,  
the experience of colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable  
(e.g., circular structure, repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions  
and beliefs 

First Peoples texts play a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
Reconciliation:  

the movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was damaged  
by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system 

The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s 
identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as 
well as images (some examples are posters, photographs, paintings, 
carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual 
expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or 
digital elements and can be delivered via different media or technologies 
(some examples are dramatic presentations, web pages, music videos, 
online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience. Stories can record history, reflect a personal 
journey, or explore identity. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and 
used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically 
constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in expressing  
First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as 
represented in new media and other texts 

Recognize the impact of personal, social, and cultural identities in First Peoples texts 
the impact of personal, social, and cultural identities in First Peoples texts:  

The complexities of First Peoples personal, social, and cultural identities are often  
explored in First Peoples texts. 

Assess the authenticity of First Peoples texts 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction 
proficiently and as appropriate to the context 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives 
to build shared understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Recognize intellectual property rights and community protocols and 
apply them as necessary 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 
Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than 
through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs, 
and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various 
forms of visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and 
emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth 
(e.g., regarding events and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were 
the basis of First Peoples education systems. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

purposes of First Peoples oral texts 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures, or specific to individual  
First Nations. 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 

oral language strategies 

literal and inferential meaning 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES New Media 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others, 
 and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images 
(some examples are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, 
and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or  
digital elements and can be delivered via different media or technologies  
(some examples are dramatic presentations, web pages, music videos,  
online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour,  
and experience. Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. 
Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain 
listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity and 
affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders, connection 
to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom, the relationships 
between individual and community, the importance of oral tradition, the experience of 
colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable  
(e.g., circular structure, repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their  
traditions and beliefs 

Digital citizens have rights and responsibilities in an increasingly globalized society. 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES New Media 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in expressing  
First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as 
represented in new media and other texts 

Recognize and appreciate how different forms, structures, and features of texts reflect  
diverse purposes, audiences, and messages 

Explore the impact of personal and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts 

Explore the authenticity of First Peoples new media texts 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction 
proficiently and as appropriate to the context 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Recognize intellectual property rights and community protocols and apply them 
as necessary 

Content common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 
Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, 
other than through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist  
of told stories, songs, and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance or various forms of visual representation such as carvings  
or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol  
and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events  
and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis  
of First Peoples education systems. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

purposes of First Peoples oral texts 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES New Media 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content 
(continued) 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures, or specific  
to individual First Nations. 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Spoken Language 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others,  
and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images 
(some examples are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, 
and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or  
digital elements and can be delivered via different media or technologies  
(some examples are dramatic presentations, web pages, music videos,  
online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour,  
and experience. Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. 
Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

Voice is powerful and evocative. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

First Peoples oral text plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was 
damaged by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 

 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in expressing 
First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies  
as represented in new media and other texts 

Recognize and appreciate how different forms, structures, and features of texts reflect 
diverse purposes, audiences, and messages 

Explore the impact of personal and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts 

Recognize how language constructs and reflects personal and cultural identities 
A person’s sense of identity is a product of linguistic factors or constructs, including  
oral tradition, story, recorded history, and social media; voice; cultural aspects;  
literacy history; and linguistic background (English as first or additional language) 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking 
build shared understanding and extend thinking: 

listening to and receptively responding to feedback  
responding to others’ work with constructive feedback 
being open-minded to divergent viewpoints and perspectives 
asking questions to promote discussion  
inviting others to share their ideas 
being willing to support personal perspectives 
being willing to shift perspective 

Recognize intellectual property rights and community protocols and apply  
them as necessary 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Spoken Language 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Explain the role of oral traditions in First Peoples cultures, in historical  
and contemporary contexts 

The means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than through 
written records; among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs 
and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance  
or various forms of visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to 
expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions 
provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events and/or situations). They were 
integrated into every facet of life and were the basis of First Peoples education systems. 
They continue to endure in contemporary contexts.  

Recognize the influence of land/place in First Peoples oral texts 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction 
proficiently and as appropriate to the context 

 

Content common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 
Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, 
other than through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist  
of told stories, songs, and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance or various forms of visual representation such as carvings  
or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol  
and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events 
and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis  
of First Peoples education systems. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

oral language strategies 

 



 

  Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12   •  35 

ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Spoken Language 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content 
(continued) 

purposes of First Peoples oral texts 
listen to and comprehend a wide range of authentic First Peoples oral texts reflecting  
a variety of purposes, messages, and contexts, including texts relating to life lessons, 
individual and community responsibilities, rites of passage - family histories - creation 
stories - formal speeches 

a variety of First Peoples oral texts 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures, or specific to 
individual First Nations. 

protocols related to the ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, 
and who can share them.  

acknowledgement of territory 
students understand the protocols involved in the acknowledgment of traditional  
First Nations territory(ies) 
students understand the purpose of acknowledgement of First Nations traditional 
territory(ies) 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 

situating oneself in relation to others and place 
relates to the concept that everything and everyone is connected 
students understand the reason why it is common First Nations practice to 
introduce oneself by sharing family and place connections 

protocols 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Writing 10  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others,  
and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images 
(some examples are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, 
and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or  
digital elements and can be delivered via different media or technologies  
(some examples are dramatic presentations, web pages, music videos,  
online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour, and 
experience. Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. 
Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain 
listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity and 
affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders, connection 
to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom, the relationships 
between individual and community, the importance of oral tradition, the experience of 
colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable  
(e.g., circular structure, repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions  
and beliefs 

First Peoples oral text plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was 
damaged by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Writing 10 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in expressing 
First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples societies 
as represented in new media and other texts 

Recognize and appreciate how different forms, structures, and features of texts  
reflect diverse purposes, audiences, and messages 

Explore how language constructs and reflects personal and cultural identities 
A person’s sense of identity is a product of linguistic factors or constructs, including  
oral tradition, story, recorded history, and social media; voice; cultural aspects;  
literacy history; and linguistic background (English as first or additional language) 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction 
proficiently and as appropriate to the context 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to  
build shared understanding and extend thinking 

Recognize intellectual property rights and community protocols and apply  
them as necessary 

Content common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 

purposes of First Peoples oral texts 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, 
and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 

protocols 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures, or specific  
to individual First Nations. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Composition 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas  
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic 
novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense  
of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can  
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

People are empowered by being able to communicate effectively. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and understand the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition 
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points  
of view 
story:  

narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about  
human nature, motivation, and experience, and often reflect a personal 
journey or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered 
the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or 
visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

oral traditions:  
the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than 
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories,  
songs, and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often 
complemented by dance of various forms of visual representation,  
such as carvings or masks. 

Recognize and identify the role of personal and social contexts, values and perspectives  
in texts 

Recognize and understand how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build shared 
understanding and extend thinking 
Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints: 

using active listening skills and receptive body language, paraphrasing and building on others’ 
ideas, disagreeing respectfully, extending thinking (e.g., shifting, changing) to broader contexts 
(social media, digital environments), collaborating in large and small groups 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Composition 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events 
 and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and appreciate the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other 
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which 
people interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with 
culture, and establish identity 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

First Peoples oral traditions and oral texts 
First Peoples oral traditions:  

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over 
generations other than through written records. Among First Peoples, oral 
traditions may consist of told stories, songs, and/or other types of distilled 
wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms of 
visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing 
spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these 
traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events and/or 
situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the 
basis of First Peoples education systems. They continue to endure in 
contemporary contexts. In Canadian law, First Peoples oral history is  
valid evidence of ownership of the land. The Supreme Court of Canada 
recognizes that First Peoples oral histories are as important as written 
documents in considering legal issues. 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where  
they can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Creative Writing 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 

text:  
“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of 
identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can 
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and understand the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than  
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented  
by dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings  
or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

Recognize and identify the role of personal and social contexts, values and perspectives  
in texts 

Recognize and understand how language constructs personal and cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Creative Writing 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other  
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect  
with culture, and establish identity 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where  
they can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, graphic 
novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of 
identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be 
oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspective. 
Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 
Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated  
and engaged citizens. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and understand the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points  
of view 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than 
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs, and 
other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance 
of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and understand personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives 
in texts, including culture, gender, sexual orientation, and socio-economic factors 
personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts, including gender, sexual 
orientation, and socio-economic factors:  

Students should be prompted to understand the influence of family, friends, community, 
education, spirituality/religion, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, land/place, settlement 
patterns, economic factors, political events (local and beyond), and colonial policies; to 
understand that authors write from a perspective influenced by such factors; and to 
understand the relationship between text and context. 

Recognize and understand how language constructs personal, social and cultural identities 
Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 
Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other  
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and 
establish identity 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of 
identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can 
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspective. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and understand the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than  
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented  
by dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings  
or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 

Recognize and understand how language constructs personal, social and  
cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Recognize the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other  
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and 
establish identity 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

legal status of First Peoples oral tradition in Canada 
First Peoples oral tradition:  

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over 
generations, other than through written records. Among First Peoples, oral 
traditions may consist of told stories, songs, and/or other types of distilled 
wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms of 
visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing 
spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions 
provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events and/or situations). They 
were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis of First Peoples 
education systems. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. In 
Canadian law, First Peoples oral history is valid evidence of ownership of the 
land. The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral 
histories are as important as written documents in considering legal issues. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of 
identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can 
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspective. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Recognize and understand the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
oral traditions:  

the means by which culture is transmitted over generations other than  
through written records. 
Among First Peoples, oral tradition may consist of told stories, songs,  
and other type of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented  
by dance of various forms of visual representation, such as carvings  
or masks. 
In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., by symbol  
and metaphor), it provides a record of literal truth (e.g., about events  
and situations). 
The oral tradition was once integrated into every facet of life  
of First Peoples and was the basis of the education system. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples 
societies as represented in texts 

Recognize and understand how language constructs personal, social and  
cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints from diverse perspectives to build  
shared understanding and extend thinking 
Respectfully exchange ideas and viewpoints: 

using active listening skills and receptive body language, paraphrasing and building  
on others’ ideas, disagreeing respectfully, extending thinking (e.g., shifting, changing)  
to broader contexts (social media, digital environments), collaborating in large  
and small groups 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other  
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and 
establish identity 

 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they  
can be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and New Media 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images (some examples 
are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or digital elements and  
can be delivered via different media or technologies (some examples are dramatic presentations,  
web pages, music videos, online presentations, graphic novels,  
and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour, and experience.  
Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. Stories can be oral,  
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed.  

First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present,  
and future. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity  
and affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders, connection  
to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom, the relationships between 
individual and community, the importance of oral tradition, the experience  
of colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable (e.g., circular structure, 
repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions and beliefs 

First Peoples literature plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was damaged  
by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 

New media influence people’s understandings of community. 



 

  Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12   •  49 

ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and New Media 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Demonstrate understanding of how First Peoples languages and texts reflect their cultures, 
knowledge, histories, and worldviews 

Recognize and understand how different forms, formats, structures, and features of texts reflect  
a variety of purposes, audiences, and messages 

Students may consider the relationship between form and function (e.g., considering the role  
in various texts of elements such as negative space in graphic novels, advertisements on websites, 
lighting and camera angles in film and photography, use of music, paragraph length, line breaks  
in poetry, silence and intonation in spoken word, and use of colour).  

Recognize and identify personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts, 
including gender, sexual orientation, and socio-economic factors 

Students should be prompted to understand the influence of family, friends, community, education, 
spirituality/religion, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, land/place, settlement patterns, traditional 
First Peoples teachings, economic factors, political events (local and beyond),  
and colonial policies; to understand that authors write from a perspective influenced by such factors; 
and to understand the relationship between text and context.  

Demonstrate understanding of how language constructs and reflects personal, social,  
and cultural identities 

A person’s sense of identity is a product of linguistic factors or constructs, including oral tradition, 
story, recorded history, and social media; voice; cultural aspects; literacy history; linguistic 
background (English as first or additional language); and language as a system of meaning.  
Students may consider register (jargon, colloquialisms, vernacular, dialects, accent, diction, slang).  

Recognize and understand the role of story and oral traditions in expressing First Peoples 
perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than 
through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs, and/or 
other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms of visual 
representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional truth (e.g., 
via symbol and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding events and/or 
situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis of First Peoples education 
system. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as represented  
in texts 

Assess the authenticity of First Peoples texts 

Recognize the influence of land/place in First Peoples texts 
refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to learn, create 
memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Select and apply appropriate oral communication formats  
for intended purposes 

Understand intellectual property rights and community protocols 
and apply them as necessary 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and New Media 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Recognize the influence of land/place in First Peoples oral and other texts 
refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to learn, create 
memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity  

Demonstrate understanding of how new media affect First Peoples languages, cultures,  
and worldviews 

Students may examine how new media can increase cultural homogenization, inauthenticity  
in representation, and cultural appropriation, and at the same time increase opportunities  
for the revival of First Nations languages and social activism.  

Understand how new media impacts social activism 
Students may explore increased opportunities for Indigenous self-representation and social  
activism (e.g., Idle No More).  

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction proficiently 
and as appropriate to the context 

 

Content a wide variety of BC, Canadian, and global First Peoples texts 

common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 

the legal status of First Peoples oral traditions in Canada 
First Peoples oral histories are valid evidence of ownership of the land within Canadian law.  
The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral tradition is as important  
as written documents in considering legal issues. See resource disputes (e.g., Delgamuukw  
or Xeni Gwetin), treaties and title cases (e.g., Nisga’a), and environmental impact studies  
(e.g., Puntledge River Dam, Berger Inquiry). 

features of oral language 

purposes of oral texts 

protocols 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples 
cultures, or specific to individual First Nations. 

situating oneself in relation to others and place 
relates to the concept that everything and everyone is connected 
Students understand why it is common First Nations practice to 
introduce oneself by sharing family and place connections. 

citations and acknowledgements 
formal acknowledgements of another person’s work, idea,  
or intellectual property 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and New Media 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content 
(continued) 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, and who can 
share them. 

acknowledgement of territory 
Students understand the protocols involved in the acknowledgement of traditional First Nations 
territories. 
Students understand the purpose of acknowledgement of First Nations traditional territories. 

processes related to protocols and expectations when engaging with First Nations communities  
and Aboriginal organizations 

Students understand the necessity of learning what protocols might govern interactions in First Nations 
communities and Aboriginal organizations. 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Spoken Language 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others,  
and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images  
(some examples are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia,  
and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or digital elements  
and can be delivered via different media or technologies (some examples are dramatic 
presentations, web pages, music videos, online presentations, graphic novels,  
and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour,  
and experience. Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore  
identity. Stories can be oral, written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire,  
and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present,  
and future. 
Voice is powerful and evocative. 
Oral and other texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 
First Peoples oral text plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 

The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was damaged  
by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity  
and affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders,  
connection to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom,  
the relationships between individual and community, the importance of oral tradition,  
the experience of colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable  
(e.g., circular structure, repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions  
and beliefs 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Spoken Language 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Demonstrate understanding of how First Peoples languages and texts reflect their cultures, 
knowledge, histories, and worldviews 

Demonstrate understanding of how language constructs and reflects personal, social,  
and cultural identities 

A person’s sense of identity is a product of linguistic factors or constructs, including  
oral tradition, story, recorded history, and social media; voice; cultural aspects;  
literacy history; linguistic background (English as first or additional language);  
and language as a system of meaning.  
Students may consider register (jargon, colloquialisms, vernacular, dialects, accent,  
diction, slang).  

Recognize and understand the roles of story and oral traditions in expressing First Peoples 
perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than 
through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs, 
and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various 
forms of visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and 
emotional truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth 
(e.g., regarding events and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were 
the basis of First Peoples education system. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies  
as represented in texts 

Assess the authenticity of First Peoples texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples oral and other texts 
refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to learn, 
create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity  

Select and apply appropriate spoken language formats for intended purposes 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction 
proficiently and as appropriate to the context 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Assess and refine oral and other texts to improve clarity, effectiveness, 
and impact 

creatively and critically manipulating language for a desired effect 
consciously and purposefully making intentional stylistic choices  
(e.g., using sentence fragments or inverted syntax for emphasis  
or impact) 
using techniques such as adjusting diction and form according  
to audience needs and preferences, using verbs effectively, using 
repetition and substitution for effect, maintaining parallelism, adding 
modifiers, varying sentence types 
using strategies associated with oral texts, such as the conscious use  
of emotion, pauses, inflection, silence, and emphasis 
rehearsing with the help of a constructively critical listener, a mirror, 
and/or audiovisual recording 

Understand intellectual property rights and community protocols  
and apply them as necessary 

 

 



 

  Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12   •  54 

ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Spoken Language 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 

the legal status of First Peoples oral traditions in Canada 
First Peoples oral histories are valid evidence of ownership of the land within Canadian law.  
The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral tradition is as important  
as written documents in considering legal issues. See resource disputes (e.g., Delgamuukw  
or Xeni Gwetin), treaties and title cases (e.g., Nisga’a), and environmental impact studies  
(e.g., Puntledge River Dam, Berger Inquiry). 

the relationship between oral tradition and land/place 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, and who 
can share them. 

acknowledgement of territory 
Students understand the protocols involved in the acknowledgement of traditional  
First Nations territories. 
Students understand the purpose of acknowledgement of First Nations traditional territories. 

processes related to protocols and expectations when engaging with First Nations 
communities and Aboriginal organizations 

Students understand the necessity of learning what protocols might govern interactions  
in First Nations communities and Aboriginal organizations. 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 

presentation and performance strategies 

features of oral language 

purposes of oral texts 

protocols 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures,  
or specific to individual First Nations. 

situating oneself in relation to others and place 
relates to the concept that everything and everyone is connected 
Students understand why it is common First Nations practice to 
introduce oneself by sharing family and place connections. 

form, function, and genre of oral and other texts  
the intended purpose of a text 

oral storytelling techniques 
creating an original story or finding an existing story (with permission), 
sharing the story from memory with others, using vocal expression to 
clarify the meaning of the text, using non-verbal communication 
expressively to clarify the meaning, attending to stage presence, 
differentiating the storyteller’s natural voice from the characters’ voices, 
presenting the story efficiently, keeping the listener’s interest throughout, 
using an expanding repertoire of techniques to enhance audience 
experience 

citations and acknowledgements 
formal acknowledgements of another person’s work, idea,  
or intellectual property 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Writing 11  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images (some examples 
are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or digital elements and can be 
delivered via different media or technologies (some examples are dramatic presentations, web pages, 
music videos, online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour, and experience.  
Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. Stories can be oral,  
written, or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present,  
and future. 

First Peoples literature plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was damaged  
by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 

People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created by First Peoples, 
or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity and affirmation of 
identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders, connection to the land, the nature and 
place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom, the relationships between individual and community, the 
importance of oral tradition, the experience of colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable (e.g., circular structure, 
repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions and beliefs 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Writing 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Demonstrate understanding of how First Peoples languages and texts reflect their cultures, 
knowledge, histories, and worldviews 

Recognize and understand how different forms, formats, structures, and features of texts  
reflect a variety of purposes, audiences, and messages 

Students may consider the relationship between form and function (e.g., considering the role in various 
texts of elements such as negative space in graphic novels, advertisements on websites, lighting and 
camera angles in film and photography, use of music, paragraph length, line breaks in poetry, silence 
and intonation in spoken word, and use of colour).  

Recognize and identify personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts, 
including gender, sexual orientation, and socio-economic factors 

Students should be prompted to understand the influence of family, friends, community, education, 
spirituality/religion, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, land/place, settlement patterns, traditional 
First Peoples teachings, economic factors, political events (local and beyond), and colonial policies;  
to understand that authors write from a perspective influenced by such factors; and to understand  
the relationship between text and context.  

Recognize and understand the role of story and oral traditions in expressing First Peoples 
perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than 
through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs,  
and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms  
of visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional 
truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding 
events and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis  
of First Peoples education system. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

Recognize and understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as represented  
in texts 

Assess the authenticity of First Peoples texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples texts 
refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to learn,  
create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction proficiently 
and as appropriate to the context 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Understand intellectual property rights and community protocols 
and apply them as necessary 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES Literary Studies and Writing 11 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content a wide variety of BC, Canadian, and global First Peoples texts 

common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 

the legal status of First Peoples oral traditions in Canada 
First Peoples oral histories are valid evidence of ownership of the land within Canadian law.  
The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral tradition is as important  
as written documents in considering legal issues. See resource disputes (e.g., Delgamuukw  
or Xeni Gwetin), treaties and title cases (e.g., Nisga’a), and environmental impact studies  
(e.g., Puntledge River Dam, Berger Inquiry). 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, and who  
can share them. 

acknowledgement of territory 
Students understand the protocols involved in the acknowledgement of traditional  
First Nations territories. 
Students understand the purpose of acknowledgement of First Nations traditional territories. 

features of oral language 

purposes of oral texts 

the relationship between oral tradition and land/place 

protocols 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples 
cultures, or specific to individual  
First Nations. 

situating oneself in relation to others and place 
relates to the concept that everything and everyone is connected 
Students understand why it is common First Nations practice to 
introduce oneself by sharing family and place connections. 

citations and acknowledgements 
formal acknowledgements of another person’s work, idea,  
or intellectual property 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Composition 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse,  
complex ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written,  
visual, or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic 
presentations, graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the 
embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and 
used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views  
and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Understand and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to 
learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity 

arrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns 
them, and who can share them. 

Identify and understand the role of personal and social contexts, values 
and perspectives in texts 

Appreciate and understand how language constructs personal and  
cultural identities 

Identify bias, contradictions, distortions, and omissions 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property 
rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid 
plagiarism and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral 
texts and other knowledge 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Creative Writing 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse,  
complex ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment  
of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, 
inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Understand and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 
Understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as represented 
in texts 
Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact 
to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity 

Identify and understand the role of personal and social contexts, values  
and perspectives in texts 
Understand and appreciate how language constructs personal and cultural identities 
Select and apply an appropriate spoken language format for an intended purpose 
Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism 
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and  
other knowledge 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, 
who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
includes speaking with expression; connecting to listeners, asking questions  
to clarify, listening for specifics, summarizing, paraphrasing 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS English Studies 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The examination of First Peoples cultures and lived experiences through  
text builds understanding of Canadians’ responsibilities in relation  
to Reconciliation. 

The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex 
ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of 
collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, 
and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 
Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Understand and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies  
as represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture,  
and establish identity 

Identify and understand the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, 
and perspectives in texts 
Understand and appreciate how language constructs personal, social and  
cultural identities 
Select and apply an appropriate spoken language format for an intended purpose 
Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism and 
understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts  
and other knowledge 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
includes speaking with expression; connecting to listeners, asking questions to clarify, 
listening for specifics, summarizing, paraphrasing 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex 
ideas about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written,  
visual, or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, 
motivation, behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of 
collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, 
and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views  
and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Understand and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition  
in expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies  
as represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people  
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and 
establish identity 

Recognize and analyse personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts, including culture, gender, sexual orientation,  
and socio-economic status 

Appreciate and understand how language constructs personal, social and cultural 
identities 

Discern nuances in the meanings of words, considering social, political, historical,  
and literary contexts 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism  
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and  
other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Literary Studies 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content appropriation and reclamation 

narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, 
who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
includes speaking with expression; connecting to listeners, asking questions  
to clarify, listening for specifics, summarizing, paraphrasing 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey or strengthen a sense of 
identity. They may also be considered the embodiment of collective wisdom. Stories can 
be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can be 
shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

Identify and understand the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 

Recognize and identify personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives 
in texts, including gender, sexual orientation, and socio-economic factors 

Appreciate and understand how language constructs personal, social and  
cultural identities 

Discern nuances in the meanings of words, considering social, political, historical,  
and literary contexts 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism  
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts  
and other knowledge 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS New Media 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content appropriation and reclamation 

narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts 
protocols related to ownership of First Peoples oral texts: 

First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can be 
shared, who owns them, and who can share them. 

oral language strategies 
includes speaking with expression; connecting to listeners, asking questions to clarify, 
listening for specifics, summarizing, paraphrasing 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas  The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex ideas 
about identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

“Text” and “texts” are generic terms referring to all forms of oral, written, visual,  
or digital communication: 
Oral texts include speeches, poems, plays, oral stories, and songs. 
Written texts include novels, articles, and short stories. 
Visual texts include posters, photographs, and other images. 
Digital texts include electronic forms of all of the above. 
Oral, written, and visual elements can be combined (e.g., in dramatic presentations, 
graphic novels, films, web pages, advertisements). 

story:  
Narrative texts, whether real or imagined, that teach us about human nature, motivation, 
behaviour, and experience, and often reflect a personal journey  
or strengthen a sense of identity. They may also be considered the embodiment  
of collective wisdom. Stories can be oral, written, or visual and used to instruct, inspire, 
and entertain listeners and readers. 

People understand text differently depending on their world views and perspectives. 

Texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Understand and appreciate the role of story, narrative, and oral tradition in 
expressing First Peoples perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Understand the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as 
represented in texts 

Understand the influence of land/place in First Peoples and other  
Canadian texts 
land/place:  

refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people 
interact to learn, create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and 
establish identity 

Identify and understand the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values,  
and perspectives in texts 

Appreciate and understand how language constructs personal, social  
and cultural identities 

Select and apply appropriate spoken language formats for an intended purpose 

Use acknowledgements and citations to recognize intellectual property rights 
acknowledgements and citations:  

includes citing sources in appropriate ways to understand and avoid plagiarism  
and understanding protocols that guide use of First Peoples oral texts and  
other knowledge 

 
 
 



 

  Indigenous Knowledge and Perspectives: English Language Arts K–12   •  66 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS Spoken Language 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content narrative structures found in First Peoples texts 
narrative structures found in First Peoples texts:  

(e.g., circular, iterative, cyclical) 

issues related to the ownership of First Peoples oral texts and protocols  
for their use 
First Peoples oral texts: 

Listen to and comprehend a wide range of authentic First Peoples oral texts 
reflecting a variety of purposes, messages, and contexts, including texts 
relating to life lessons, individual and community responsibilities (rites of 
passage, family histories, creation stories, formal speeches). 

protocols: 
First Peoples stories often have protocols for when and where they can  
be shared, who owns them, and who can share them because they are  
told by many people and passed down through generations. There are  
no recognized authors. 

the legal status of First Peoples oral tradition in Canada 
First Peoples oral tradition: 

In Canadian law, First Peoples oral history is valid evidence of ownership  
of the land. 
The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral tradition  
is as important as written documents 

oral language strategies 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES English First Peoples 12  
 Explicit Implicit 

Big Ideas The exploration of text and story deepens understanding of one’s identity, others, and the world. 
text:  

any type of oral, written, visual, or digital expression or communication: 
Visual texts include gestural and spatial components (as in dance) as well as images (some 
examples are posters, photographs, paintings, carvings, poles, textiles, regalia, and masks). 
Digital texts include electronic forms of oral, written, and visual expression. 
Multimodal texts include any combination of oral, written, visual, and/or digital elements and  
can be delivered via different media or technologies (some examples are dramatic presentations, 
web pages, music videos, online presentations, graphic novels, and close-captioned films). 

story:  
a narrative text that shares ideas about human nature, motivation, behaviour, and experience. 
Stories can record history, reflect a personal journey, or explore identity. Stories can be oral, written, 
or visual, and used to instruct, inspire, and/or entertain listeners and readers. 

Oral and other texts are socially, culturally, geographically, and historically constructed. 

Voice is powerful and evocative. 

First Peoples texts and stories provide insight into key aspects of Canada’s past, present,  
and future. 

Self-representation through authentic First Peoples text is a means to foster justice. 
authentic First Peoples text: a written, oral, visual, digital, or multimodal text that: 

presents authentic First Peoples voices (i.e., historical or contemporary texts created  
by First Peoples, or created through the substantial contributions of First Peoples) 
depicts themes and issues important to First Peoples cultures (e.g., loss of identity  
and affirmation of identity, tradition, healing, role of family, importance of Elders,  
connection to the land, the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom,  
the relationships between individual and community, the importance of oral tradition,  
the experience of colonization and decolonization) 
incorporates First Peoples storytelling techniques and features as applicable  
(e.g., circular structure, repetition, weaving in of spirituality, humour) 
includes respectful portrayals or representation of First Peoples and their traditions  
and beliefs 

First Peoples literature plays a role within the process of Reconciliation. 
The movement to heal the relationship between First Peoples and Canada that was damaged  
by colonial policies such as the Indian residential school system. 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES English First Peoples 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 

Analyze how First Peoples languages and texts reflect their cultures, knowledge, histories,  
and worldviews 

Analyze how different forms, formats, structures, and features of texts reflect a variety  
of purposes, audiences, and messages 

Students may consider the relationship between form and function (e.g., considering the role  
in various texts of elements such as negative space in graphic novels, advertisements on websites, 
lighting and camera angles in film and photography, use of music, paragraph length, line breaks  
in poetry, silence and intonation in spoken word, and use of colour).  

Recognize and identify personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in texts, 
including gender, sexual orientation, and socio-economic factors 

Students should be prompted to understand the influence of family, friends, community, education, 
spirituality/religion, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, land/place, settlement patterns, 
traditional First Peoples teachings, economic factors, political events (local and beyond),  
and colonial policies; to understand that authors write from a perspective influenced by such 
 factors; and to understand the relationship between text and context.  

Appreciate and understand how language constructs and reflects personal, social,  
and cultural identities 

A person’s sense of identity is a product of linguistic factors or constructs, including oral tradition, 
story, recorded history, and social media; voice; cultural aspects; literacy history; linguistic 
background (English as first or additional language); and language as a system of meaning.  
Students may consider register (jargon, colloquialisms, vernacular, dialects, accent, diction, slang). 

Demonstrate understanding of the role of story and oral traditions in expressing First Peoples 
perspectives, values, beliefs, and points of view 

Oral traditions are the means by which cultural transmission occurs over generations, other than 
through written records. Among First Peoples, oral traditions may consist of told stories, songs, 
and/or other types of distilled wisdom or information, often complemented by dance or various forms 
of visual representation such as carvings or masks. In addition to expressing spiritual and emotional 
truth (e.g., via symbol and metaphor), these traditions provide a record of literal truth (e.g., regarding 
events and/or situations). They were integrated into every facet of life and were the basis  
of First Peoples education system. They continue to endure in contemporary contexts. 

Analyze the diversity within and across First Peoples societies as represented in texts 

Assess the authenticity of First Peoples texts 

Analyze the influence of land/place in First Peoples texts 
refers to the land and other aspects of physical environment on which people interact to learn,  
create memory, reflect on history, connect with culture, and establish identity 

Identify bias, contradictions, and distortions 

Recognize intellectual property rights and community protocols  
and apply them as necessary 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES English First Peoples 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Curricular 
Competencies 
(continued) 

Examine the significance of terms/words from First Peoples languages used in English texts 

Discern nuances in the meanings of words, considering social, political, historical, and  
literary contexts 

Use the conventions of First Peoples and other Canadian spelling, syntax, and diction proficiently 
and as appropriate to the context 

 

Content a wide variety of BC, Canadian, and global First Peoples texts 

common themes in First Peoples texts 
connection to the land 
the nature and place of spirituality as an aspect of wisdom 
the relationships between individual and community 
the importance of oral tradition 
the experience of colonization and decolonization 
loss of identity and affirmation of identity 
tradition 
healing 
role of family 
importance of Elders 

Reconciliation in Canada 

First Peoples oral traditions 

the legal status of First Peoples oral traditions in Canada 
First Peoples oral histories are valid evidence of ownership of the land within Canadian law.  
The Supreme Court of Canada recognizes that First Peoples oral tradition is as important  
as written documents in considering legal issues. See resource disputes (e.g., Delgamuukw  
or Xeni Gwetin), treaties and title cases (e.g., Nisga’a), and environmental impact studies  
(e.g., Puntledge River Dam, Berger Inquiry). 

the relationship between oral tradition and land/place 

protocols related to ownership and use of First Peoples oral texts 
Stories often have protocols for when and where they can be shared, who owns them, and who  
can share them. 

acknowledgement of territory 
Students understand the protocols involved in the acknowledgement of traditional First Nations 
territories. 
Students understand the purpose of acknowledgement of First Nations traditional territories. 

features of oral language 

purposes of oral texts 

protocols 
Protocols are rules governing behaviour or interactions. 
Protocols can be general and apply to many First Peoples cultures, 
or specific to individual First Nations. 

situating oneself in relation to others and place 
relates to the concept that everything and everyone is connected 
Students understand why it is common First Nations practice to 
introduce oneself by sharing family and place connections. 

citations and acknowledgements 
formal acknowledgements of another person’s work, idea,  
or intellectual property 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES English First Peoples 12 (continued) 
 Explicit Implicit 

Content 
(continued( 

processes related to protocols and expectations when engaging with First Nations communities 
and Aboriginal organizations 

Students understand the necessity of learning what protocols might govern interactions  
in First Nations communities and Aboriginal organizations. 

narrative structures, including those found in First Peoples texts 
for example, circular, iterative, cyclical 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


