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Wolves and Humans, Humans and Wolves
Planning an Interdisciplinary Project and/or Inquiry

Context
This presentation is meant to show the thinking of an elementary teacher beginning to 
plan an interdisciplinary unit of study for a multi aged class (most likely Gr 3/4).  
However, it is the method the teacher uses rather than the content that is important.  
The method can be applied to planning a whole school project, several classes working 
together or for a single class.

The Model
In this planning model, the teacher does not begin with the end in mind.  Rather, the 
beginning is the result of a provocation that could either come from the teacher or the 
students.  From the initial provocation the teacher begins to formulate questions 
connecting the topic to appropriate curricular content and competencies.  These 
questions may be helpful as the students engage with the project.  In this case, the 
teacher is directing the initial stages of the project.  Once the students have some basic 
information and understanding the teacher turns the project back to the students, 
listening to their questions and interests.  From this point the students choose a path to 
pursue on their own or in a small group.  The teacher facilitates the learning by 
providing guidance with the skills and processes needed, resources suitable to the 
inquiry, and helping the students determine the criteria for assessing their work.  In the 
end, the students present their work to each other and the teacher concludes the 
project by returning to the initial provocation.  The students write a reflection and they 
may have further questions or actions to pursue.
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